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REPORT TO THE KIWANIS CLUB 

Palm Beach Junior College was founded in Oct. 
us forty s old! 




1^3 ~ - that makes 


Most people think it got its start down in Lake WorSh where we are 
now. 


It was founded by Supt, Joe Youngblood and Principal of Palm 
Beach High School at that time, Mr, Howell Watkins, 

My investigation show that Mr, Howell Watkins was really the prime 
mover behind the establishment of a ptiblic supported junior college. 

There are various stories they tell about it. One of the most in¬ 
teresting is that typical of capeible principals, he was very close 
to his graduating class in 1933 and was more than disappointed to 
find that they were unable to go off to college due to lack of 
finances. 

He went up to Tallahassee to the State Dept, and requested permission 
to teach college related classes at the high school using only 
the instructors with Masters degree. They turned him down cold. 

His next tactic was to go to the University of Florida and through 
contact with good professional friends, he did receive their con¬ 
sent that if the course is taught where done by Master degree instructors, 
and corresponded identical with the courses taught at the Univ. of 
Florida, they would be accepted. 



Loaded with this new information he journeyed back to the State 
Dept, and received their blessings. 


As a result of all of this leg work he now had the approval to 
get such an institution started. 



This is the information I received from Mary Sue Albertson who 




started in 1933 and taught Biology until she retired about Sm.9fL 
years ago. 

Mr. Watkins in his usual typical, way called a meeting of the 
total Palm Beach High School faculty. His opening remarks were 
that if they did not have a Masters degree, they were excused 
to go home. The rest of the people must stay. 

From the remaining group, he informed them that they were going 
to teach some of the freshmen courses that are so common in a 
freshman curriculum such as, English, Social Science, Biological 
Science, Physical Science, Chemistry, 

They did not have much choice, but in no time at all they had a 
curriculum under way for forty-one students. 

Palm Beach Junior College starting in 1933 remained at the Palm 
Beach High Annex until 1947-48 school year where they started with 


forty-one and ended up with 322 students. 



At this time John I. Leonard retired as superintendent of Palm 
Beach County, and took over as President of the PBJC and moved 


the whole group out to Morrison Field which had been deactivated 
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Here, they arrived in Feb. 1948 and stayed until June 1951. ^ ^ 

The college was showing growth with many returning WWII veterans 
but along came the Korean War and the reactivation of Morrison 
Field. 


In 1951 under the leadership of John I. Leonard the City of Lake 
Park donated the use of their building known as the City Hall, and 
here Palm Beach Junior College stayed for five years. 


Here a handful of instructors, each wearing approximately seven 

or eight hats, carried the academic load, activity load, and any 

cv 

other load that is required of them. 

During this time it looked as though any moment the whole thing 
would cave in and they would no longer be needed. This was a time 
when there was great stress on the need for elementary schools 
then junior high schools, and then high schools. Inspite of many 
arguments we presented that the great volume of students would 
soon reach high school and then graduate and not have any place to 
go. The PBJC looked as though it was dn its last legs. 

I give special credit to Senator Russell Morrow who took more 
than a personal interest in the college and through his maneuvering 
up in the State Legislative Dept., worked out some system by which 
the four existing junior colleges would continue to receive 
financial support. They were, Pensacola, St. Petersburg, Chipola, 
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and Palm Beach 


At this time, a young man a native of West Palm Beach Dr. James 
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Wattenburger, was working on his doctoral program and devised a 
system by which a community college system would be developed in 
the State of Florida so that 99% of all students graduating from 
high school would be within commuting distance. This would mean 
some sacrafices because some of the areas being isolated would 
not have sufficient students to financially support the institu¬ 
tion, but would have to pick up additional support from the state. 

Of course this was a time when the .^ab^^oom had gone through the 
elementary school, junior high school, the high school, and now 
would be looking for post high school education and training and 
we were up bursting at our seams with approximately 519 students. 
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Our next move was to Lake Worth where we are now located. Thanks 
to the cooperation and coordination of the county commission, 
and many other agencies, the school year 1956-57 saw us moving 



down to our present site with 745 students. 




We are now starting our eighteenth school year and are dealing with 
approximately 7-10,000 students each year. We have 114 acres in 
a perfect geographical setup. Whenever they get 1-95 finished, 
we will be accessible from any part of the county in less than 
twenty minutes. The twenty minute time schedule is my judgement of 
how our yoiang people drive these days. I think most of would take 


half hour. 




We now have a college transfer program that any student, going 
anywhere, can take the necessary courses and transfer with a feeling 


that if they continue the same type of academic work, they will 
continue to be successful at the senior college. We have proven 
this many, many times. 

Our great strength is coming into its own if the community college 
aspect of PBJC and that is the Adult eind Community Education along 
with vocational-technical programs. Today, 80% of our students 
fit into this category. 

Here are some of our programs. 


